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Return to Golf Risk Assessment – McDonald Golf Club, Ellon 

Subject:  

Following the Scottish Governments update on 26th April 2021returning Scotland to 

Level 3 of the lockdown protocols, McDonald Golf Club carried out this risk 

assessment to assess if this could be achieved safely and, in a manner, which would 

not increase the potential for spreading Covid-19. This risk assessment takes 

account of guidance issued by the Scottish Government, Aberdeenshire Council, 

Scottish Golf Ltd, SportScotland, the R&A, the HSE and other authoritative sources.  

As the relaxation of restrictions has continued as we have moved from Level 4 to 

Level 3 with the further relaxation to Level 2, 1 and 0 imminent, the need to review 

this risk assessment has been conducted. 

Play from the original 1st tee will commence from Saturday the 8th of May 2021. 

Potential Hazards: 

Allowing golfers to leave their homes and participate in playing golf will potentially 

increase the risk of transmission of Covid-19 by, 

1. Aerosol contamination by speech, coughing or sneezing due to the proximity 

of individuals playing golf together. 

2. Contamination of playing partners and other golfers by touching through 

physical contact. 

3. Contamination by passing golfing equipment (clubs, golf balls, tees, etc) to a 

playing partner or through sharing food and drink whether it is packaged and 

sealed or not. 

Potential Sources of Contamination: 

1. Golfing equipment – clubs, balls, tees, trolleys, mobile phones, range-finding 

equipment, umbrellas, etc. 

2. Golf course furniture – flagsticks, bunker rakes, benches, etc. 

3. Scorecards and pencils/pens, 

4. Practice area fittings – driving nets, putting green flagsticks and hole cups. 

5. Other persons – golfers, Greenkeeping staff, Pro Shop staff, Clubhouse staff, 

and members of the public. 

6. Clubhouse fixtures – swipe card readers, door handles and push plates. 

7. Hire buggies, clubs and trolleys, and Pro Shop areas. 

8. Car park. 

9. Hire equipment – clubs, trolleys, and buggies. 

10. Pro’s Shop – door, shop fittings, counter, and stock. 

 

Persons Likely to be exposed: 

1. Those members who choose to play golf.  

2. Greenkeeping staff working on the course. 

3. Members of the public crossing the course. 
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4. The Club Professional or other staff operating the Pro Shop/Starting Box. 

5. Administrative staff or Club Council members working in the Clubhouse. 

Risk: 

1. Unless safe social distancing is practiced by golfers and staff, there is, in the 

view of the Governments scientists, a significant risk of contamination by 

aerosol contact, particularly when coughing, sneezing or through speech. 

2. Contamination via a player’s hands or other exposed skin by; 

(a) Shaking hands with a playing partner or staff member,  

(b) Passing over another players ball, club, or other golfing equipment, 

(c) Passing or sharing food or drink,  

(d) Handling or removing a flagstick,  

(e) Using a bunker rake, 

(f) Sitting on a course bench,  

(g) Picking up a ball not belonging to you. 

(h) Using any Clubhouse facilities 

PPE Required: 

It is not considered necessary for playing members or members of the public to wear 

PPE. Other measures detailed below such as physical distancing will provide 

adequate protection. Where players wish to wear a mask, they should be 

encouraged to do so. When players move into the Pro’s shop or into the Clubhouse 

then face coverings must be worn. 

Giving the potential exposure to the Club Professional and his staff through contact 

with members of every tee time booking, and that they are working in a shop 

environment, they must wear face coverings inside the Pro shop when interacting 

with customers. 

PPE is necessary for the Administrator, Club Council members, and golfers within 

the Clubhouse whenever they are moving around within the building or interacting 

with others.  

Greenkeeping staff will not require specific PPE to combat Covid-10 whilst carrying 

out their normal work tasks. They will still require PPE as normally mandated through 

risk assessments when carrying out specific tasks e.g. handling corrosive 

substances, working in dusty atmospheres, working with sharp edges, etc. These 

risks have been previously assessed and form part of the Club’s risk assessment 

portfolio which has already been communicated to them as a consequence of their 

roles. 

 

 

Control Measures: 

1. Any member who has any symptoms of Covid-19 should not come to the golf 

course or Clubhouse. If a member is exhibiting any signs of Covid-19 
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symptoms and arrives to play or enter the Clubhouse, they will be asked to 

leave immediately, return home, and follow government advice.  

2. If a player becomes incapacitated during their round and cannot safely make 

their own way home, their partner, other nearby golfers, greenkeeping staff, or 

if necessary Pro Shop staff will contact the emergency services or NHS 24 as 

appropriate and follow any advice given by these authorities. If an ambulance 

is required to attend the course, it should be directed to the nearest suitable 

access point around the course and be met by a player or staff members and 

guided to the patient.   

3. To maintain physical distancing between playing partners, the attached 

“Guidance to Golfers”, formulated from the measures listed below, was 

implemented and communicated to all members electronically prior to 

reopening the course and is reinforced by the Club Professional or his staff 

when they arrive for play. Those members who do not have access to 

electronic communication with the Club had written notification posted to 

them. 

(a) All play will be by pre-booking electronically or by telephone only. Tee time 

records will be kept for a minimum of 21 days as advised by Scottish Golf 

Ltd to facilitate contact tracing if necessary. 

(b) Only the person making the booking or club staff can alter a booking by 

adding or removing a player to/from a booking. 

(c) The tee time slot gap will be 8 minutes. 

(d) The maximum number of golfers per tee time is 4 players from up to 4 

households as per Scottish Golf guidance.  

(e) Players will be advised to park with at least one clear parking space 

between them and the nearest other vehicle if possible. 

(f) If an earlier player is still outside their vehicle loading their clubs or 

changing footwear, players will be instructed to remain in their vehicle with 

windows closed until that earlier player has left the immediate area, i.e. is 

more than 2m distant. 

(g) The locker room facilities are open for members and visitors, but face 

coverings must be worn. 

(h) Toilet facilities are available within the Clubhouse and risk assessments 

RA 4.1 and RA 6.0 give details. Face coverings must be worn when using 

these facilities. 

(i) Players should make their way to the original 1st tee only after having pre 

booked their round, no walk up will be permitted to commence their 

game ensuring that the previous game has cleared the tee. If there are still 

players at any tee, then approaching players should hold back at a safe 

distance until the tee is clear. 

(j) Play is recommencing from the original 1st hole as the electronic or 

telephone booking system is working well and  experience gained from the 

previous 14 months of controls show that Members and guests of 

McDonald Golf Club will adhere to all measures required. 
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(k) The appropriate physical distance of 2 metres is also being backed up by 

referencing 2 club lengths. 2 Club lengths is a measure all are familiar with 

from the rules of golf. 

(l)  All groups must have pre booked electronically or by telephone 

before playing to ensure that they have a booked tee time. No walk ups 

will be allowed. 

(m)Reminders will be given in the electronic instructions and backed up again 

by signage at the clubhouse that the 2m physical distance applies, 

(i) When teeing off, 

(ii) Whilst walking up the fairway, 

(iii) When searching for a lost ball, 

(iv) When playing their shots, 

(v) When putting out. 

(n) Players must mark or move their own golf ball and never touch another 

players ball. 

(o) If a club is inadvertently left on the ground by a player, their playing partner 

should not pick it up. They should instead draw their playing partners 

attention to the club. 

(p) Players must not move another players trolley/golf bag or park their own 

trolley/golf bag alongside another players trolley. If a player’s trolley/golf 

bag requires to be moved, ask that player to move it. 

(q) Scorecards may be used to record a players score but must not be 

exchanged. The markers or players name may be written on the scorecard 

to confirm their agreement with the score. Score entry by the Scottish Golf” 

app is preferred although the touch screen in the Clubhouse may be used 

by following the instructions alongside the screen.  

(r) Umbrellas or items of waterproof clothing are not to be shared. This would 

breach social distancing. 

(s) Rangefinders, GPS devices and mobile phones should not be shared 

under any circumstances. 

4. To avoid contamination by touching, the following measures will be 

implemented/enforced;  

(a) Flagsticks are not to be removed or touched to avoid physical transmission 

of the virus. Flagsticks will be decontaminated using sanitising fluids or 

wipes on a regular basis. 

(b) The hole cups have been modified so that the ball ends up settling partially 

below the surface of the green when it is successfully holed, making ball 

retrieval simple and requiring little or no contact with the hole cup itself. 

Hole cups will be decontaminated using sanitising fluids or wipes on a 

regular basis. 

(c) To avoid contact by multiple players using them, all ball washers are to be 

placed out of commission and covered over. 

(d) Only those benches which cannot be easily removed remain out on the 

course. They are taped off and marked as out of use. 

(e) Bunker rakes have been removed, and bunkers have “preferred lies” with 

a free lift to a suitable point of relief. Players should endeavour to level 
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sand in bunkers with their feet or with their club head in the absence of 

rakes. Greens staff will rake bunkers as they work around the course. 

(f) The practice facilities (Pitching area, driving nets, and putting green, are 

available for use Hand sanitiser has been made available for users at both 

the driving nets and the putting green.  

(g) Once their game is over, players are reminded that shaking hands is not 

permitted to avoid physical contact. 

(h) Players may bring their own hand sanitiser with them and should apply it 

frequently as necessary whilst playing. 

   

5. Other Control Measures, 

(a) Greenkeeping staff have been briefed to maintain a safe distance from 

golfers as they work on the course. 

(b) Hire clubs will not be available during these restrictions. 

(c) Hire trolleys will be disinfected by Pro Shop staff prior to and after use. 

They will be issued in rotation to prolong the periods between use of 

individual trolleys. 

(d) The golf buggy available for hire via the Pro Shop is restricted to single 

member use or by 2 members of the same household only. It is sanitised 

and wiped down with disinfectant after use by Pro Shop staff. 

(e) Members may enter the Pro Shop once they have sanitised their hands, 

but must wear face coverings inside the shop.  

6. Scottish Government Advice – members should note that notwithstanding any 

written guidance issued by McDonald Golf Club, standing advice from the 

Scottish Government regarding shielding, isolating, travel and other issues 

related to Covid-19 takes precedence and must be adhered to. There are no 

exemptions for golfers from Scottish Government Covid-19 guidance and 

restrictions. 

Conclusion: 

Golfers in general, and McDonald members, are used to adhering to rules and 

instructions as a normal feature of playing the game and being club members. With 

the control measures set out in our Guidance to Golfers document being similarly 

adhered to it is considered safe to allow golf to resume in relative safety with 

minimum potential for contamination between individuals to occur. Golfers 

themselves will be responsible for adhering to the guidance and McDonald Golf Club 

will ensure that they are following safe practice and adhering to protocols. 

 

Assessment Carried Out by: Michael Morrice, Club Secretary. 

Advisors:    Sandra Brockie, Club Administrator, Sandy Aird 

     Jnr, Club Professional and Bill Shepherd, Head 

     Greenkeeper. 
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