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Risk Assessment: 

To investigate whether it is safe to resume the monthly Bingo sessions in the 

Clubhouse Lounge bar at McDonald Golf Club, Hospital Road, Ellon AB41 9AW. 

 

Overview: 

The Scottish Government announced that with effect from 24th August 2020, Bingo 

would be permitted to resume subject to a suitable risk assessment. McDonald Golf 

Club ran monthly Bingo sessions prior to the introduction of restrictions to prevent 

the spread of Coronavirus/Covid-19. McDonald Golf Club would wish to resume 

these sessions. 

 

Separate risk assessments have been done on, 

1. The operation of the Lounge bar (RA-5.1),  

2. Using the front of Clubhouse toilets (RA-6),  

3. Using the locker room toilet facilities (RA-4.1) and, 

4. Playing the Bandit (RA-7). 

 

Potential Hazards:  

1. Aerosol contamination by speech, coughing or sneezing due to the proximity 

of individuals playing bingo. 

2. Contamination of players through physical contact by touching. 

3. Contamination by passing bingo books and raffle tickets or through sharing 

food and drink whether it is pre-packaged and sealed or not. 

 

Potential Sources of Contamination: 

1. Bingo books, raffle tickets, and raffle prizes 

2. Mobile phones.  

3. Other persons – using the Clubhouse – golfers, Clubhouse staff, and 

members of the Club. 

4. Clubhouse fixtures – swipe card readers, door handles and push plates. 

5. Car park. 

Persons Likely to be Involved/Exposed: 

1. Persons who are playing bingo. 

2. Bar and catering staff. 

3. Administrative staff and Club Council members involved in running the bingo 

session. 

4. Other Club members and guests within the Clubhouse. 

Risk:  

1. Unless safe social distancing (1 metre) is practiced by bingo players and staff, 

there is, in the view of the Governments scientists, a significant risk of 

contamination by aerosol contact, particularly when coughing, sneezing or 

through speech. 

2. Contamination via a bingo player’s hands or other exposed skin by; 

(a) Shaking hands with a playing partner or staff member,  

(b) Passing over bingo books or raffle tickets to another person,  

(c) Passing or sharing food or drink,  
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(d) Picking up bingo tickets or dabbers not belonging to you. 

 

PPE Required: 

1. Bar and Catering staff must wear a face covering whilst at work. 

2. Bingo players and all other Clubhouse occupants must wear a face covering 

whenever they move around the Clubhouse e.g. when entering and leaving 

the premises, go to the bar to purchase a drink or order food, or when they 

visit the toilet. 

3. The Bingo caller will wear a face covering except when calling the numbers. 

  

Control Measures: 

1. Any member who has any symptoms of Covid-19 should not come to the golf 

club. If a member is exhibiting any signs of Covid-19 symptoms and arrives to 

play, they will be asked to leave immediately, return home, and follow 

government advice.  

2. If a player becomes incapacitated during their stay at the Clubhouse and 

cannot safely make their own way home, their partner, other nearby members, 

bar or catering staff, or the Bingo organisers will contact the emergency 

services or NHS 24 as appropriate and follow any advice given by these 

authorities. If an ambulance is required to attend the Clubhouse, it should be 

directed to the “Clubhouse Car Park, Hospital Road, Ellon”, and be met by a 

staff member and guided to the patient.   

3. To maintain social distancing between players, the attached “Bingo Rules” 

formulated from the measures below will be placed on each table prior to the 

arrival of players and will be reinforced by the Administrator or Club Council 

members when members arrive to play.  

4. All play will be by pre-booking electronically or by telephone only. 

5. Contact tracing details will be taken by staff or organisers. These records will 

be kept for a minimum of 21 days as advised by the Scottish Government to 

facilitate contact tracing if necessary. 

6. The amount of Bingo players will be strictly limited by the available table 

seating available.  

(a) The table seating plan has been reconfigured to ensure physical 

distancing of a minimum of 1 metre between different households as 

directed by the Scottish Government.  

(b) No more than 6 persons from a maximum of 2 different households 

may be seated at any one table.  

7. The Bingo caller will be distanced from all others present by having two tables 

side by side between them and the players 

(a) The caller will use a microphone to announce the numbers to avoid 

having to raise their voice. 

8. Visitors to the Clubhouse are advised to park with at least one clear parking 

space between them and the nearest other vehicle if possible. 

(a) If an earlier arrival is still outside their vehicle on your arrival, remain in 

your vehicle with windows closed until that earlier arrival has left the 

immediate area, i.e. is more than 2m distant.  
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9. If an item is inadvertently left on the floor by a previous occupant do not pick it 

up. They should instead draw the bar staff or organisers attention to the item. 

10. To avoid contamination by touching, the following measures will be 

implemented/enforced;  

(a) Bingo books will be pre-packed at least 3 days prior to the event by a staff 

or Council member.  

(b) Each pre-pack will contain 10 games of 6 bingo tickets + 1 flyer + order of 

play. 

(c) They will not be split up at the request of a player who wishes to play fewer 

books. 

(d) Physical raffle tickets will not be in use, instead a blank sheet of numbered 

squares will be completed by a Council member to affect a raffle draw by 

utilising a random number generator. Players will pick a square(s) and 

their name will be entered into the square(s) by the Council member. 

(e) “Dabbers” will be available for sale to players and should not under any 

circumstances to be passed to or shared with another player. 

(f) The preferred method of payment will be by contactless card.  

(g) Exact cash payment will be accepted to avoid the passing of change. 

11. To purchase drinks, one player from the table should approach the centre 

section of the bar which is covered by a protective perspex screen stand in the 

marked service box and order their drink(s).  

(a) If someone is already in the service box, they should remain at their 

table until the service box is clear.  

(b) Once they have placed their order they should move to the table on 

their left where their order will be placed for them to uplift.  

12. Once the game is over, players are reminded that shaking hands is not 

permitted to avoid physical contact. 

13. Players should bring their own hand sanitiser with them and apply it frequently 

as necessary whilst playing.  

14. To avoid potential contamination by players raising their voices to claim a 

House or Line, they will be required to knock on the table with a glass or their 

hand to draw the organisers attention to their claim.  

(a) Your card will be collected by the Checker on a tray, taken to the caller 

to check & will be returned without being physically touched.  

(b) All winnings will be placed on the Checkers tray and returned to the 

winning player along with their game book.  

(c) Lucky squares raffle draw will be done at half time & prizes can be 

collected at the end.  

15. Scottish Government Advice – members should note that notwithstanding any 

written guidance issued by McDonald Golf Club, standing advice from the 

Scottish Government regarding shielding, isolating, travel and other issues 

takes precedence and must be adhered to. There are no exemptions for 

golfers from Scottish Government Covid-19 guidance and restrictions. 
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Conclusion:  

With strict observance of the contents of this risk assessment and its associated 

“Bingo Rules” it is considered that it is possible to resume Bingo sessions at 

McDonald Golf Club. 

 

Assessment Carried out by: Mike Morrice 

Original Drafting Date:  16th September 2020 

Amended:    Amendment 1 – www 18th September 2020 

     Amendment 2 – 21st September 2020 


