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Risk Assessment 

For the Re-opening of Toilet Facilities at McDonald Golf Club Premises, 

Hospital Road, Ellon, AB41 9AW. 

 

Subject: 

Following the return to playing golf from 29th May 2020 and with the potential to 

reopen the Bar Terrace area to Club Members under Phase 2 of the relaxation of the 

Covid-19 restrictions, the provision of toilet facilities needs to be considered.  

Meantime, toilet facilities are unavailable, and members have been advised 

accordingly to use their own toilet facilities at home prior to coming to the course to 

play. This has caused some of our members some distress and in some cases, 

limited their ability to play golf.  

It would certainly prove a significant impediment to most members if the Bar Terrace 

is to be reopened. The consumption of drinks, particularly alcohol makes the 

likelihood of persons requiring the use of a toilet almost certain.  

The decision to leave the toilets unavailable meantime was in line with the guidance 

issued from the Scottish Government via Scottish Golf Ltd. On Thursday 2 July, 

Scottish Golf Ltd. confirmed that golf clubs could reopen toilet facilities subject to a 

hygiene regime being put in place. 

The Clubs toilet facilities which require the least incursion into the Clubhouse are the 

Lady’s and Gent’s Locker Room toilets at the rear of the Clubhouse. Both can be 

easily reached via the Putting Green door and then by the rear access corridor.  

Staff/Persons Likely to be Involved/Exposed: 

1. Bar, Cleaning, Kitchen, Waiting, and Administrative Staff. 

2. Club Members and Guests. 

3. Visitors. 

Potential Hazards:  

1. Contamination by physical contact – touching contaminated surfaces. 

2.  Aerosol contamination by speech, coughing, or sneezing in an indoor 

confined space. 

3. Aerosol contamination due to flushing toilets causing an updraft aerosol spray 

above the toilet bowl.1 

Risk:  

1. Reaching, and using inside toilet facilities, will involve touching multiple 

surfaces (door, walls, swipe card readers, toilet cubicle walls and doors, flush 

handles/buttons, toilets tissue rolls, sinks, etc.).  

a. These risks also apply to the cleaning staff who will be preparing these 

areas at the start of every day.  
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2. Unless safe social distancing is practiced by members, guests, visitors, and 

staff, there is in the view of the Governments scientific advisors, a significant 

risk of contamination by aerosol contact, particularly when coughing, sneezing 

or through speech. 

3. Inhalation of a suspended plume of droplets within a toilet cubicle immediately 

following the start of a flush cycle.1 

a. Again, this risk also applies to cleaning staff preparing these areas. 

4. Air blower type hand driers can cause unnecessary dispersal and circulation 

of aerosol droplets from wet hands.  

PPE Required: 

1. Cleaning staff will require to wear the following at all times, 

a. A facemask 

b. Protective gloves 

c. A disposable protective apron 

2. Administrative, Bar, kitchen, and waiting staff need not wear any specific PPE 

to visit or use the toilet facilities. If, however they assist in the cleaning of 

these facilities then they must adopt the same protection levels as the 

cleaning staff at 1 a., b., and c. above. 

3. Club members, their guests and visitors do not require any PPE to visit and 

use the toilet facilities. 

Control Measures: 

1. General Guidance 

a. Any member who has any symptoms of Covid-19 should not come to 

the golf course or the Clubhouse. If a member is exhibiting any signs of 

Covid-19 symptoms and arrives the Clubhouse, they will be asked to 

leave immediately, return home, and follow government advice.  

b. Those members over 70 years of age or who have medical conditions 

which place them in the “shielding category” should consider whether it 

is safe or wise for them to come into the Clubhouse to use the toilets. 

Such shielding was initially set at a minimum of 12 weeks. It was 

subsequently revised and elements of the “shielding” regime including 

unnecessary potential exposure to the virus should still be observed 

until 31st July at the earliest or until advised otherwise. 

2. Access 

a. Entrance to toilets will be by the Putting Green door on the south face 

of the Clubhouse. 

b. Entry via this door is by members swipe card only.  

i. All members are issued with swipe cards.  

ii. Entry by any members guest into the Clubhouse should be 

facilitated by the member swiping their card. 

iii. Sanitise hands immediately upon entry using the sanitising gel 

provided just inside the entrance door. 

iv. Avoid touching any unnecessary surfaces (walls, doors, lockers, 

etc.). 
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c. Once inside the Clubhouse the appropriate toilets Ladies/Gents are 

located with the respective locker rooms. 

i. The internal access doors to the locker rooms will be wedged 

open during the Covid-19 emergency to enable touch free 

access into the respective locker rooms. 

ii. The internal door separating the gent’s locker room from the 

toilet area will also be wedged open to facilitate touch free 

access. 

iii. Marked one-way systems will be in operation within each locker 

room to separate users entering and exiting the facilities. 

iv. In either locker room and toilet area, care should be taken to 

maintain safe social distancing at “pinch points” such as 

doorways and the entrances to the toilet areas from the locker 

rooms themselves. 

v. Give way to those exiting the toilet areas so that the least 

number of persons are present in the toilet areas. 

vi. Exit by following the one-way markings to avoid contact with 

those entering the facilities. 

3. Using the facilities 

a. If using a cubicle, 

i. Assume that the interior of the cubicle has not been sanitised 

and sanitise the door handle, flush handle/button, and toilet seat 

using the disinfectant wipes provided within each cubicle.  

ii. Ladies should also sanitise the parts of the sanitary disposal 

bins which need to be touched before using them.  

iii. Do not dispose of the disinfectant wipes by flushing them down 

the toilet bowl, place them in the bin beside the sinks. 

iv. Do not touch the sides of the cubicle or the inside of the cubicle 

door, other than the locking catch, if at all possible. 

v. Flush the toilet prior to use with the lid down. 

vi. Use the toilet. 

vii. Flush the toilet again with the lid down, before leaving the 

cubicle. 

viii. Exit the cubicle. 

b. If using a urinal 

i. Only use the available bowls. Some bowls will be marked out of 

use to achieve safe social distancing. 

ii. The urinal bowls are flushed automatically.  

c. Wash hands thoroughly using soap and water for a minimum period of 

20 seconds. 

d. Exit the facilities safely by the marked route. 

e. Sanitise hands using the sanitising gel provided at the Putting Green 

exit door before leaving the Clubhouse. 

4. Cleaning 

a. The Club’s cleaning staff will thoroughly clean all areas along the 

pathway to the respective toilet facilities including all doors, 
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doorframes, door handles/push pads, etc. every day before members 

arrive. 

b. Within the toilet areas all floors will be mopped with a strong hot water 

and bleach solution every day prior to opening. 

c. Each toilet cubicle will have all internal surfaces sprayed with 

disinfectant spray and be wiped down with blue paper towels. 

i. The used blue paper towelling will be disposed of into a black 

bin bag immediately after use. This bag will be tied or taped 

closed once filled or on conclusion of the cleaning cycle and 

placed into the outside general waste bin. 

d. Each cubicle will be checked daily prior to use to ensure that sufficient 

disinfectant wipes are available at the start of each day. 

e. All sinks and surrounding surfaces will be washed down with an 

appropriate disinfectant solution at the beginning of each day. 

f. Soap dispensers and paper towel dispensers must be checked and 

refilled as necessary at the start of each day.  

g. The Clubs Administrator will be present from Monday to Friday during 

office hours and will check for availability of wipes, soap, sanitising gel, 

toilet paper and paper towels around mid-day replenishing stocks 

where necessary. 

h. In the case of shortages of any of these items at weekends, this should 

be reported to the Pro- Shop or Bar staff who will take the appropriate 

action to replenish stocks. 

5. Other issues 

a. Any faults with the toilets should be reported to the Club Administrator, 

the Pro Shop, or bar staff as soon as possible. 

b. All air blower type hand driers will be disabled by removing their fuses 

or by disconnecting them from the mains supply to avoid unnecessary 

dispersal of aerosol droplets.  

Conclusion: 

It is believed that by following the above precautions it is safe and appropriate to 

open the locker room toilet facilities for use by members, their guest’s, and Club 

visitors. 

  

Assessment Carried out by: Mike Morrice, Club Secretary 

Date:     29th June 2020, Updated 2nd July 2020. 

 

1 Research by Yangzhou University, China, University of Washington School of 

Medicine, USA, and Bristol Aerosol Research Centre at the University of Bristol, UK. 

As published in the journal, Physics of Fluids and in the Journal of Hospital Infection, 

April 2020.  


