
Coronavirus/Covid-19 Bulleting No. 10 

First the good news, thank you to all our members for abiding by the guidelines/rules 

and helping to make the opening of our Golf Course on Friday 29th May run smoothly 

with very little problems. 

We know that some of you have voiced concerns concerning the hole cup and we 

are in the process, hopefully of improving the cup holes but still keeping to the 

guidelines. 

We feel the 10th tee start has worked well giving all our members a chance to enjoy a 

game of golf and we thank Sandy for his long hours and patience especially in the 

first couple of days.  

We are now allowing guests from out with your household and all guests must be 

named on the tee sheet. Your group should consist of two households maximum so 

no third household is allowed to walk with the group. All play is still maximum 2 balls 

at this time. 

We are also pleased to confirm that the practice area beside the 18th tee is open but 

please book an hour slot with the Pro Shop, only one household may use the 

practice area at a time. 

It has been brought to the attention of the Clubs Officers that persons, believed to be 

members, have been meeting up on the bar terrace to the south side of the 

clubhouse and consuming alcohol.  

While we are greatly heartened that some members wish to meet up with friends and 

fellow club members, and that they wish to associate themselves with the Club by 

meeting up there, sadly we cannot allow this practice to continue at this time. 

We are not even able to say at this time if the tables on the terrace are suitable for 

social distancing, and if so for how many persons.  

Are those meeting up maintaining social distancing of 2m? As the bar terrace is not 

open, it is not staffed, and therefore no one is monitoring observance of social 

distancing. We also have no record of who has been there and when. This 

information is vital if someone does become affected with Covid-19 for contact 

tracing. This is the reason why we currently require the names and contact details of 

everyone who has played the course. We must keep these details for a minimum of 

six weeks. 

If this practice were to continue with the club apparently making no effort to stop it, it 

is likely that concerned members of the public would take to social media to 

announce the McDonald Golf Club was flouting the restrictions and had re-opened 

its bar even although that was not the case. The reputation of the Club would 

undoubtably suffer at a time when we want to project leadership within the 

community.  

This would also be likely to bring us to the attention of Police Scotland and 

Aberdeenshire Central Licensing Authority. Both of these organisations have far 



more important and pressing calls on their time at present without having to 

investigate self-inflicted apparent breaches of Covid-19 restrictions.  

Bar terraces and beer gardens are not scheduled to re-open until phase 2 of the 

easing of current Covid-19 restrictions in Scotland which are subject to review by the 

Scottish Government on 18th June. 

In anticipation of that review the Club Secretary and Club Administrator are currently 

working on a Risk Assessment for the re-opening of the Bar Terrace. This along with 

Government authorisation will determine if and when we can potentially reopen the 

bar terrace.  

Please be assured that we want to reopen as many facets of McDonald Golf Club as 

we safely and responsibly can at the earliest safe opportunity. Help us to achieve 

this and maintain the high profile of the Club within Ellon by ceasing to meet up on 

the bar terrace to have drinks with friends and fellow members.  

 

Stewart MacLeod 

Club Captain 

3rd June 2020 


