
Coronavirus Covid-19 Bulletin No.6 
 
The Status of McDonald Golf Club 
 
Following the enforced Club Closure due to the Covid-19 “lockdown” I want to remind you of the 
following. McDonald Golf Club is a member owned institution. It is not a gym, a bar, a restaurant or 
other business which is owned and operated as a profit-making venture. The club is owned by 
you, the members. 
 
The Club Council and the Club’s Officers are empowered by the Club Constitution to run the club 
in a financially secure way to ensure that we can continue in existence for another 93 years and 
beyond. In the recent economic climate this has proved challenging and we all know of golf clubs 
that have been forced to close their doors or are only just hanging on. 
 
McDonald GC is surviving on membership numbers well below our traditional budgeted figures, 
mainly through careful management of our limited resources. We thank the membership for their 
tremendous support in keeping the club going and allowing us to continue re-investment into the 
golf club. 
 
Now, along with many other organisations, we face unprecedented times due to Covid-19 and the 
survival of our club is under threat. We have been forced by the Government to close the 
clubhouse and course as part of the fight against the Covid 19 virus and we believe this is the 
correct decision to save lives. This pandemic is killing people all over the world and is now in our 
midst right here in Scotland.  
 
Golf is a sport that we all love, but right now we must protect the health and lives of our members, 
their families and our employees. We must also protect our golf club for the long term. The Greens 
Team are continuing to maintain your golf course so that we are ready to resume play as soon as 
we are permitted. Regrettably, the remaining staff have had to be furloughed to protect them and 
allow access to the funding which will give them 80% of their income. Only our administrator is still 
working to support Club Council and carry out essential administrative work. 
 
The clubhouse is closed and over the last few years it has been the business coming through the 
bar and kitchen which has sustained the golf club, as membership fees do not cover the operating 
costs of the golf club. The many functions which McDonald Golf Club normally hosts (and you 
generously support by attending) allow us to invest in golf club improvements. The loss of this 
income due to Government closure is having a direct and immediate impact on our budgets, 
however many ongoing costs may be reduced in the next weeks. We also hope that Government 
support may become available. 
 
We now, more than ever, need the support of you, the members of McDonald Golf Club. Members 
have paid their annual fees in December, January and February and we thank them for their 
ongoing membership commitment, which puts us in a better position than some other clubs in the 
area. 
 
Some members choose to pay by monthly subscription via Premium Credit and we would request 
that these continue uninterrupted even though playing golf is not possible at the moment due to 
the Government restrictions on the movement of individuals and Social Distancing protocols. If you 
fail to make your monthly payments to Premium Credit, unless you have come to some prior 
agreement with them, they will pursue you for any outstanding payments and in addition they will 
claw back your fees from the Club (which they are entitled to do) leaving the Club in a potentially 
precarious financial position.  
 
Just to be clear, with the clubhouse and course both closed there is no income coming into the 
club at the moment. However, Club Council do recognise that due to the Government restrictions 



some members may be impacted financially, and we must try to assist them during this crisis. With 
this in mind, the Club Council would like those supporting the Club through paying their 
membership fees by Direct Debit payments to consider the following; 
 

1. Please continue to pay your DD as currently set up with Premium Credit and continue to do 
so until your completion date if you are able to do so. 

 
2. Those in some form of financial difficulty due to the current health crisis should approach 

Premium Credit and see if they can offer a payment holiday or similar. 
 

3. Anyone who cancels their DD without giving prior notice to the golf club will automatically 
cease to be club members and may not be allowed to automatically re-join the club when 
the current crisis is over. It will be Club Councils’ discretion as to whether they will be 
permitted to re-join McDonald Golf Club and if there will be any penalty applied. 

 
We hope the current lockdown situation will be a relatively short-term measure to really attack the 
spread of Covid-19, and that we can get back to playing golf again in the very near future. 
 
The intention of Club Council is to try to steer our club through this extremely difficult time, so that 
when we emerge from the Covid-19 pandemic, that we still have a golf club on a sound financial 
footing with a loyal membership and a long term sustainable future. 
 
We really need your support and understanding through these unprecedented times. Remember, 
this is your golf club. 
 
Stewart MacLeod 
Club Captain and Treasurer 
30th March 2020 
 


