
 McDonald Golf Club 

Coronavirus Covid-19 Bulleting No.5 
 

Following on from the Prime Ministers televised address last night and the clarifications by 

the First Minister and the Cabinet Secretary, Michael Gove, and advice from Scottish Golf 
Ltd received earlier today regarding playing golf, the Club’s Officers, Administrator and the 

Club Pro, Sandy Aird Jnr. discussed at length the way ahead. 
 

Regrettably as of today, we have taken the reluctant step to comply with Government 
instructions and close the golf course until further notice. 

 
We had perhaps hoped that we may have been able to allow play on a non-competition 

basis in pairs, but this morning Michael Gove, Cabinet Secretary clarified in response to a 
direct question about golf, that golf is not considered as exercise in the context of the 

current restrictions. This closed the last possible option to continue play. 
As I type this Bulletin, I am receiving a stream of emails from surrounding clubs (Cruden 

Bay, Newburgh, Oldmeldrum, Newmachar, Inverallochy, Royal Aberdeen, Alford and 
many others) confirming that they too have reluctantly taken the same action as 

ourselves. 
The Greens Staff will continue to maintain the course meantime so that when these 

restrictions are lifted the course is ready to go. If we allowed the course to just grow out, 
then when we are eventually allowed to resume play it could take weeks or even months 

to return the course to playing condition. To help the greens staff to maintain the course 
unimpeded I am reminding members that the course is closed during this period of 

emergency restrictions and any member found or reported to have played the course is 
obstructing this work and may be subject to sanctions from the Club once the playing 

restrictions are lifted. 
Those of you who have golf clubs in a locker at the club and wish to retrieve them, you 

can do so from now until Friday as S. Brockie is finishing off essential work in the office. 
She will be there from 0900 to 1600 each day. You should enter the clubhouse via the 

putting green door and make you presence known to the Administrator. If you cannot 
manage to attend during this time period, please email me and I will attempt to organise 

access for you. 
 

Darrall Mitchell our Caterer intends to continue to offer a takeaway service from the 
clubhouse meantime over the weekends and he is very grateful to the members who 

chose to support him over the past weekend. If you do partake of this facility can I ask that 
you do not enter the clubhouse, park near the putting green door and your order will be 

brought out to you. I hope some of our members feel they can support him at this time. 
Many of you will also know that as a result of the restrictions on non-essential retail outlets 

and primarily out of concern for his family, Sandy Aird Jnr. has also taken the reluctant 
decision to close the Pro Shop meantime. Again, when the restrictions are lifted, I hope 

that members will choose to support Sandy by purchasing through him rather than 
national chains or online. 

Please keep yourselves and your families safe in these difficult times and rest assured we 
will be looking to keep you updated with any changes to the situation. Hope we are all 

playing golf very soon. 
 

Mike Morrice 
Club Secretary 

24th March 2020 

 

  

 

 


